Patient demographic characteristics and housestaff performance in the care of patients with human immunodeficiency virus disease.
A retrospective review of the medical records of 45 patients with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) disease was conducted in an Oklahoma internal medicine teaching clinic. Demographics of this patient population and house staff performance in the care of these patients was evaluated. The study population demographics were similar to national findings with the exception of lower documented homosexual/bisexual transmission among males and higher heterosexual transmission among females. Deficiencies in documentation were noted in the areas of route of acquisition, mental status, and functional level. In several instances patients who were candidates for zidovudine and/or Pneumocystis prophylaxis were not receiving these treatments. The quality of care could be enhanced through the use of HIV evaluation and treatment protocols as well as specially designed, HIV-specific medical records to improve data collection. These HIV-specific medical records can be found in the appendices.